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E. O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT MPOL IS 

SUBJ: PRESS FOCUS ON CHANGING OF THE GUARD AT CENTRAL COMMAND 

1. SUMMARY. MORDECHAI GUR'S RETIREMENT AS CHIEF OF STAFF 
HAS BEEN ACCOMPANIED BY FAVORABLE PRESS COMMENTARY 
ON GUR'S TENURE AND WHAT IS REGARDED AS HIM MAIN 
ACCOMPLISHMENT: THE REHABILITATION OF THE IDF FROM ITS 
POST-YOM KIPPUR DOLDRUMS. GENERAL GUR, IN THE VIEW OF 
THE PRESS, CAN TAKE PRIDE IN THE FACT HE IS TURNING OVER 
TO HIS SUCCESSOR THE BEST IDF EVER. IN OTHER COMMENTARY 
IT IS NOTED THAT GENERAL GUR, WHO DID NOT REFRAIN FROM 
COMMENTING ON POLITICAL MATTERS, HAD NEVERTHELESS 
ESTABLISHED CORRECT AND EFFECTIVE RELATIONS BETWEEN 
THE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT AND THE VARIOUS MINI- 
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STRIES. HIS SUCCESSOR, GENERAL EITAN, IS NOTED AS 
A MAN OE SHARPLY DIFFERENT STYLE AND PUBLIC IMAGE, 

WHICH WILL SOON MAKE ITS MARK ON THE IDF. GENERAL 
GUR'S OUTSPOKENNESS IS ILLUSTRATED BY AN INTERESTING 
DESCRIPTION OF HIS RELATIONS WITH DEFENSE MINISTER 
WEIZMAN WHICH HE PROVIDED TO A YEDIOT INTERVIEWER. END 
SUMMARY 
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2. MORDECHAI GUR'S RETIREMENT AS IDF CHIEF OF 
STAFF HAS PROMPTED A FAIR AMOUNT OF PRESS COMMENT 

IN THE FORM OF LAUDATORY EDITORIALS AND END-OF-TERM REVIEWS. 
WITHOUT EXCEPTION, GUR IS SEEN AS HAVING SUCCESS- 
FULLY FILLED THE ROLE OF CHIEF OF STAFF, A ROLE WHICH 
IS INCOMPARABLY MORE VISIBLE AND POLITICALLY TAXING 
HERE THAN IN THE U.S. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT 
THE COMMENTARY, WHILE UNIVERSALLY FAVORABLE, IS NOT OF 
THE RAPTUROUS KIND THAT ACCOMPANIED THE FAREWELLS TO 
PREVIOUS CHIEFS, SUCH AS RABIN AND BAR-LEV. IN PART, 

THIS IS DUE TO THE FACT THAT GUR DID NOT PRESIDE OVER 
A VICTORIOUS WAR EFFORT, BUT IT ALSO PROBABLY REFLECTS 
DOUBTS ABOUT THE SOUTH LEBANON OPERATION AND LINGERING 
DISCOMFITURE OVER GUR'S OUTSPOKENNESS INCLUDING 
HIS REMARKS ABOUT EGYPTIAN DUPLICITY MADE ON THE 
EVE OF SADAT'S VISIT. 

3. MOST OF THE SUMMING-UP COMMENTARY HAS CONCENTRATED 
ON WHAT IS VIEWED AS GUR'S MAIN CONTRIBUTION: ASSUMING 
COMMAND DURING ONE OF THE IDF'S DARKEST HOURS ("AN 
ARMY THAT WAS DEPRESSED, WOUNDED AND EMBITTERED " - 
YEDIOT), CHIEF OF STAFF GUR SUCCEEDED IN REHABILITATING 

IT FULLY. HE IS HANDING THE ISRAELI ARMY OVER TO 

HIS SUCCESSOR "A BIGGER, STRONGER, AND BETTER EQUIPPED 

IDF THAN EVER." (MAARIV.) 
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4. OTHER PRESS COMMENT INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING POINTS. 
GUR ALWAYS INSISTED ON THE NEED FOR FORMULATING 
AND EXPLAINING MILITARY POLICY WITHIN A BROADER 
POLITICAL CONTEXT. HIS POLITICAL VIEWS, SAYS DA VAR, 
"CONTRIBUTED TO THE FORMULATION OF THE PREVIOUS 
GOVERNMENT'S POSITION DURING THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR AN 
INTERIM AGREEMENT." ALSO, ACCORDING TO DA VAR, GUR WAS 
ONE OF THE FEW IN THE ISRAELI LEADERSHIP WHO TRIED 

"TO MAKE POLITICAL USE" OF THE LITANI OPERATION. 

5. THE PRESS SPECULATES THAT GUR'S SUCCESSOR, GENERAL 
EITAN ("RAFUL"), WILL BE FAR MORE CIRCUMSPECT IN HIS 
POLITICAL UTTERENCES, AND THAT HIS SHARPLY CONTRASTING 
STYLE - THAT OF A SOLDIER'S SOLDIER RATHER THAN A 
POLITICALLY MINDED MILITARY STRATEGIST - WILL SOON 
HAVE ITS IMPACT ON THE IDF. "RAFUL" IS BEING FONDLY 
WELCOMED BY THE PRESS TO HIS NEW POST. YEDIOT, IN 
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REEERRING TO HIS REPUTATION FOR TOUGHNESS, EXPRESSES 

THE HOPE THAT 'THE VERY NAME OF THE MAN WHO IS THE ISRAELI 

COMMANDER IN CHIEF WILL CONTRIBUTE TO PACIEYING THE REGION. " 

6. AS AN INTERESTING ILLUSTRATION OF GUR'S OUT- 
SPOENNESS - WHICH MANY ASSUME HE WILL SOONER OR 
LATER BE CHANNELED INTO A POLITICAL CAREER - IS HIS 
DESCRIPTION TO A YEDIOT INTERVIEWER OE HIS RELATION- 
SHIP WITH DEFENSE MINISTER WEIZMAN. HIS REMARKS RUNN 
AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE I HAVE WORKED WITH EZER WEIZMAN EOR ABOUT TEN 
MONTHS AND IN THIS RELATIVELY SHORT PERIOD THERE 
HAVE BEEN MANY UPS AND DOWNS IN OUR RELATIONS, MOST 
OF WHICH, IN MY VIEW, CAME FROM THE PART OF THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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DEFENSE MINISTER: I WAS ALREADY AN EXPERIENCED 
CHIEF OF STAFF AND HE WAS NEW IN THE JOB OF DEFENSE 
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MINISTER. AT FIRST, THE DEFENSE MINISTER HAD A LOT 
OF IDEAS, MOST OF WHICH HE HAD WORKED OUT BEFORE 
TAKING OVER AT THE MINISTRY. I TOLD HIM FRANKLY IN 
ONE OF OUR FIRST CONVERSATIONS: T GIVE YOU TWO 
MONTHS TO REACH A STATE OF COMPLETE IDENTIFICATION 
WITH THE IDF AS IT IS TODAY.' AND INDEED AFTER A 
CERTAIN PERIOD WE GOT INTO A ROUTINE OF STEADY AND 
POSITIVE WORK, AND IT WAS THEN THAT SADAT'S VISIT CAME. 
AFTER THE INTERVIEW I GAVE TO YEDIOT AHARONOT, 

RELATIONS BETWEEN US DETERIORATED TO THE POINT THAT 
THE DEFENSE MINISTER WAS PREPARED TO TRANSFER ME TO 
ANOTHER POSITION. HOWEVER, IN LIGHT OF THE IMPORTANCE 
OF THE EVENTS THAT FOLLOWED THAT VISIT, RELATIONS 
BETWEEN US IMPROVED ONCE MORE AND FOR THE PAST FEW 
MONTHS THERE HAS BEEN COORDINATION AND HARMONY IN OUR 
WORK, WHICH WAS PARTICULARLY EVIDENT IN THE LITANI 
OPERATION. END QUOTE. LEWIS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY PERSONNEL, RETIREMENT, PRESS COMMENTS, REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978TELAV05295 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 69-0527 

Format: TEL 
From: TEL AVIV 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780434/aaaabcgs.tel 

Line Count: 187 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: a15379aa-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2899635 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESS FOCUS ON CHANGING OF THE GUARD AT CENTRAL COMMAND 
TAGS: PINT, MPOL, IS, (GUR, MORDECHAI) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a1 5379aa-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



